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Teacher spotlight: Francey 
Frampton

Teacher Francey Frampton speaks Spanish with her students Thursday in class at Mountain 
View Middle School in Bremerton.

May 17, 2016

Francey Frampton
School: Mountain View Middle School, Bremerton School 
District
Grade: 6-8
Subject: Spanish I, French I, Spanish immersion (students who 
took Spanish immersion in elementary school take advanced 



specialized Spanish classes at Mountain View) and English 
Language Learning services
Total number of students: About 100 students, plus 40 ELL 
students
Average class size: 20
Years teaching: 40
What inspired you to get into teaching? "I was the oldest of 
seven kids. My mother is a teacher, and currently, out of the 
seven children, five are teachers. I think it's a teaching family. 
It's a way of life."
Name a rewarding moment from your career: "I think 
teaching International Baccalaureate at Henry Foss High School 
in Tacoma Public Schools was a highlight. That's a large 
comprehensive urban high school with a very large foreign 
language program. The other highlight is building this program 
from scratch at the middle school here. We've been doing this for 
10 years. Being able to do both Spanish and French here and 
growing this program has been rewarding. Part of a culminating 
event with the Spanish immersion group, their former 
kindergarten teacher and I took the students to Puerto Rico in 
March. The kids have been learning Spanish since kindergarten 
and had a chance to use their skills."
What's your biggest challenge? "Kids today don't have the 
cultural background of making a connection to geography and 
how other people live. They're lacking the global awareness and 
the cultural awareness. I can't assume they'll know where 
Spanish-speaking countries are. They're geography-poor. 
Teaching them those cultural connections becomes just as 



important as teaching the language. Without the cultural 
awareness, why learn language? When I say, 'What language is 
spoken in Germany?,' kids don't necessarily know that. Last year 
we took kids to Paris, and they spent four days in the city and six 
days with their pen pal in Provence that they've written letters to 
all year. It's building those relationships and being able to 
connect language to culture to people. That's my goal now, to be 
able to alternate years, between the French and Spanish kids, 
with a field trip abroad."
Finish this sentence, "I wish ...": "I wish that fundraising 
wasn't such a hard thing to do. I wish that resources for travel 
were more available, resources for authentic experiences. It takes 
our kids two years to fundraise to go to Puerto Rico and not all 
kids get to go."
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